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Successful Pharmacy Council Engagement 

The Pharmacy Council has appreciated the recent engagement it has had with the 
profession both in terms of its attendance at eight cities around the country and through its 
online Annual Practising Certificate (APC) fee consultation process.   
 
The consultation process closed on Friday 31 August 2018 and the Council received just 
over 110 submissions.   
 
Analysis and consideration of the submissions will be undertaken during the Council meeting 
at the end of September 2018.   
 
Reflecting on the visits, Chief Executive Michael Pead, says “we felt our sessions supported 
pharmacists to increase their understanding of our work programme, as well as giving us 
further opportunities to hear the concerns of the profession”.  
 
The key concerns about the profession were wider than just those within the mandate of the 
Pharmacy Council. These included: 
 

• Annual Practising Certificate (APC) fees for part time pharmacists relative to the 
income earned being too high; 

• The required workload and the levels of remuneration received by pharmacists not 
being reasonable or appropriate; 

• Career opportunities for pharmacists not being sufficiently determined or available; 

• Pharmacists are trained and well placed to further use their skills to work with other 
professionals and achieve better health outcomes; 

• The extensive requirements of the recertification programme including the 
expectation that professional development courses must be approved for Group 2 
learning; 

• The written examination requirements for interns in 2019; 

• Pharmacists not being adequately heard and sufficiently supported to develop the 
profession; 

• Concern that the Pharmacy Council’s work on preparing for legislative change due to 
the Therapeutics Product Regime should not be funded by the profession, but rather 
the Government; 

• Developing a type of regulation on groups, for example clinical based pharmacists in 
General Practice or Pharmacy Accuracy Checking Technicians, should be funded by 
those parties affected by the requirements.  

Michael Pead goes onto say, “There are significant issues that the key pharmacy agencies 
need to work on. We will continue to work to address these concerns as is appropriate and 
will be passing the messages we have heard onto the relevant agencies”. 
 
The Pharmacy Council thanks all those who attended the sessions, as well as those who 
submitted feedback to the APC fee consultation.  
  
The Pharmacy Council will be releasing information on the confirmed APC fee in mid to late 
October 2018. 
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